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of the attending physician. In spite of the skilled treatment of these eminent medical 
men the dog passed away on Monday morning. 

Dr. Patschek operated on the remains of the unfortunate animal, taking a tithe of 
the organs to the offices of the superior board of health, where Dr. Gomez made a few 
bacteriological investigations, and announces to an anxious public as the result, that 
said dog had come to his death by a well-defined case of the yellow fever. The case is 
made more famous by the fact that it is the first instance on record when an animal has 
suffered death as a result of the ravages of that dreadful disease, and may afford a new 
field of study for the noted Dr. Bellinzaghi. 

The dog was just 2 years of age at the time of his death. 

NORWAY. 

Quarantine against Smyrna on account of plague. 

[Translation. — Proclamation. — From the Eoyal Norwegian Government's department 

of justice and police.] 

January 23, 1901. 

A Eoyal proclamation was made to-day as follows : 

It is hereby proclaimed that in compliance with paragraph 2 in law 
of July 12, 1848, relating to quarantine, that the city of Smyrna, in 
Asia, and places located along the bay of the same name, shall, until 
further notice is given, be considered infected with the oriental plague, 
and the quarantine regulations laid down in said law and in circular of 
October 13, 1900, as regard plague, etc., are to take effect at once, 
with which all concerned respectfully have to comply, which is 
hereby brought to public notice, while it must be remembered that 
according to prior proclamations of February 1, 1897, June 27, and 
August 22, 1899, and March 10, April 18, May 23, July 17, and Novem- 
ber 29, 1900, Arabia, Persia, India, China, Manila, Formosa, the city 
of Osaka in Japan, the ports in Egypt, Mauritius, the city of Eio de 
Janeiro in Brazil, the Sandwich Islands, and the city of Melbourne in 
Australia, shall, until further notice, be considered infected with the 
oriental plague. 

A number of copies of this proclamation are inclosed. 

Georg Johannesen. 

Christiania, January 17, 1901. 

A. Qvam. 

PORTO RIOO. 

Beportsfrom Ponce. 

Ponoe, P. E., February 4, 1901. 
Sir : Through chief quarantine officer for Porto Eico, I have the 
honor to transmit herewith the quarantine and abstract of bills of health 
reports for the week ended February 2, 1901: Three vessels were 
inspected and passed, and 8 bills of health were issued. Nothing of 
interest has occurred in either quarantine or sanitary lines. 

Eespectfully, W. W. King, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. R. S. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine-HospUal Service. 

Smallpox in Ponce. 

Ponce, P. E., February 11, 1901. 
Sir : Through chief quarantine officer for Porto Eico, I have the honor 
to transmit herewith the quarantine and abstract of bills of health reports 
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for the week ended February 9, 1901. Also the monthly report of immi- 
grants and the summary of the transactions of this station, and the mor- 
tality report of the city for the month of January, 1901. 

Five vessels were inspected and passed, and the same number of bills 
of health were issued. 

On the 7th instant, I received a report from the local board of health 
of 4 cases of smallpox which had appeared the week previous. In com- 
pany with the health officer, I visited the smallpox hospital, consisting 
of 2 small tents and a shack of 2 small rooms. More cases had been 
brought in since the first report, making a total of 22 cases quarantined 
in this place. None of them were in bed, the cases being very mild and 
discrete, though in most of them quite well marked ; they varied from 
the beginning papular stage to that of desquamation nearly completed. 
Some of the old cases seen alone would give considerable difficulty in 
diagnosis, but the other eruptions are typical, and there can be no excuse 
for calling it " varicella" as has frequently been done. The cases I saw 
were among the lower class who are so stupid, and have so little remem- 
brance of past symptoms or circumstances, that it is impossible to obtain 
a good history or to trace the infection. 

I had previously heard rumors of the presence of smallpox here but 
had not been able to find anything definite until now, though I am con- 
vinced by the appearance and history of these old cases that the disease 
has existed in Ponce for several months unrecognized or unreported and 
the present number of cases is the natural result. Of the 22 cases whom 
I saw, only 1 had been vaccinated and his scar had the appearance of 
great age. Up to Sunday morning, February 10, 32 cases in all had been 
reported, butthe accommodations being so miserably inadequate, the new 
cases were generally quarantined in their houses by the police. This is 
a bad arrangement, but the only thing that can be done at present. The 
cases at the so-called hospital are very badly isolated being about 25 yards 
from a large frame building used as a kind of hospital and poorhouse, the 
numerous inmates of which pass near the quarantined cases. The road 
to the city cemetery passes within 50 yards and by this road it is necessary 
to bring in the smallpox cases, passing immediately in front of this build- 
ing. I pointed out the bad situation but was told that there was no 
other. An effort is being made now to secure tents from the quarter- 
master department and to organize a camp in a better location. The chief 
difficulties seem to be the lack of funds and the lack of appreciation shown 
by the people and even some of the physicians as to the gravity of this 



As yet there have been no cases in the playa (port) of Ponce and I 
do not think there is any danger to the shipping now. 

On my request, Assistant Surgeon Mathewson sent me 50 vaccine 
points, enough for my present needs. If these cases are promptly and 
properly handled, there should be no trouble in suppressing the disease, 
but if not, there is enough material for it to drag on indefinitely. 

The general sanitary condition and the health of the city is good, but 
the shacks in which live so large a percentage of the population can 
never be made sanitary. 
Two cases of diphtheria have been reported. 

Eespectfully, W. W. King, 

Assistant Surgeon U. 8. M. M. 8. 
The Surgeon-Genebal, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 
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[Inolosure.] 

Number and causes of deaths in Ponce jurisdiction (city, playa, and surrounding district) 
during the month of January, 1901. 



Diseases of the ' nervous system 5 

Diseases of the circulatory system 5 

Diseases of the digestive system 49 

Diseases of the respiratory system 8 

Diseases of the renal system 1 

Anemia, malnutrition, inanition, etc.. 42 

Tuberculosis 15 

Malaria.. 13 

Old age 3 

Cancer 2 



Syphilis 

La grippe 

Metritis , 

Alcoholism 

Tetanus infantile 

Puerperal fever 

Wound (peritonitis). 
Unclassified 



Total 151 



Summary of transactions of the service at Ponce, Porto Rico, during the month of January, 

1901. 

Number of deaths reported during January, 1901 (a) 176 

Number of deaths reported during January, 1900 , 225 

Number of births reported during January, 1901 87 

Number of births reported during January, 1900 109 

Number of vessels inspected during January, 1901 21 

Number of vessels inspected during January, 1900.. 31 

Number of bills of health issued during January, 1901 28 

Number of bills of health issued during January, 1901 26 

Number of vessels in quarantine during January, 1901 3 

Number of passengers inspected during January, 1901 (incoming) 118 

Number of passengers inspected during January, 1901 (in transit) 145 

Number of crew inspected during January, 1901 864 

Number of immigrants inspected daring January, 1901 27 

Rejections 

a These figures are for the city proper, the playa, and the surrounding district of Ponce. 

Report of immigrants inspected at the port of Ponce, P. R., during the 
month of January, 1901. 

Total number of immigrants inspected, 27 ; number passed, 27. 

W. W. King, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Inspection of immigrants at San Juan during the week ended February 9, 

1901. 

San Juan, P. E., February 11, 1901. 
Sib : I submit herewith report of alien steerage passengers arriving 
at this port during the week ended February 9, 1901 : February 3, 
French steamship St. Simon, from Havre, Bordeaux, and St. Thomas, 
with 3 immigrants. 

H. S. Mathewson, 
Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8., 
Chief Quarantine Officer for Porto Rico. 
The Sukgeon- General, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 



